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Statement on Research Integrity and Ethics 
 
 
 
Principles and commitments 
In its approach to research integrity and ethics, the DESTIN project shares the commitments 
of the Universities UK’s Concordat to Support Research Integrity, namely 
 

1. upholding the highest standards of rigour and integrity in all aspects of research  
2. ensuring that research is conducted according to appropriate ethical, legal and 

professional frameworks, obligations and standards  
3. supporting a research environment that is underpinned by a culture of integrity and 

based on good governance, best practice, and support for the development of 
researchers  

4. using transparent, timely, robust and fair processes to deal with allegations of 
research misconduct should they arise  

5. working together to strengthen the integrity of research and to review progress 
regularly and openly (‘Summary of Commitments’) 

 
To ensure the highest standards of rigour and integrity, the project has therefore adopted 
the following principles, as laid out in the Concordat: 
 

• Honesty in all aspects of research, including in the presentation of research goals, 
intentions and findings; in reporting on research methods and procedures; in 
gathering data; in using and acknowledging the work of other researchers; and in 
conveying valid interpretations and making justifiable claims based on research 
findings  

• Rigour, in line with prevailing disciplinary norms and standards, and in performing 
research and using appropriate methods; in adhering to an agreed protocol where 
appropriate; in drawing interpretations and conclusions from the research; and in 
communicating the results  

• Transparency and open communication in declaring potential competing interests; 
in the reporting of research data collection methods; in the analysis and 
interpretation of data; in making research findings widely available, which includes 
publishing or otherwise sharing negative or null results to recognise their value as 
part of the research process; and in presenting the work to other researchers and to 
the public  

• Care and respect for all participants in research, and for the subjects, users and 
beneficiaries of research, including humans, animals, the environment and cultural 
objects. Those engaged with research must also show care and respect for the 
integrity of the research record  
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• Accountability of funders, employers and researchers to collectively create a 
research environment in which individuals and organisations are empowered and 
enabled to own the research process. Those engaged with research must also ensure 
that individuals and organisations are held to account when behaviour falls short of 
the standards set by this concordat  

 
The project also affirms its commitment to: 
 

• Anonymity and Confidentiality of all participants and subjects of research  
• Responsibility underpinned by appropriate ethical, legal and professional 

frameworks, obligations and standards; a culture of integrity and good governance; 
and support for the development of researchers.  

 
 
Research Conduct 
The DESTIN project is guided by the Code of Good Practice for Research issued by the project 
lead’s institution, Bath Spa University, and especially Section 9 which outlines the key 
elements: 
 

The value of the research  
The value of the research, in terms of its original contribution to knowledge, should 
be made apparent to all involved wherever possible.  
 
Informed consent  
The word informed is important. In order to be informed, prior to consenting the 
participant should have an understanding of project aims, objectives, any potential 
benefits or harm that may arise and likely outcome of the research.  
 
It should be made clear to participants what they are consenting to and what 
commitments they are making, but an initial consent given does not oblige the 
participant to carry on through the entire research as originally requested in any 
formal or legalistic sense. People should be free not to answer specific questions, or 
to withdraw from the research process (see also right to withdraw).  
 
The default position is that informed consent should normally be gained in writing, 
recorded by the researcher or otherwise demonstrated by a participant (e.g., 
confirmation that they agree to complete a questionnaire with yes/no tick box). 
There may be agreed exceptions in cases where fully informed consent is thought 
not to be warranted (e.g., ethically acceptable deceptive and some forms of covert 
research).  
 
Openness and honesty  
As a general principle, research should be carried out in an honest and open manner, 
with participants fully and honestly informed about the research rationale, 
method(s) and outcomes (see informed consent above).  
 
Right to withdraw without penalty  
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It should be made apparent to all potential participants, as part of the informed 
consent process, that they are free to withdraw without penalty from the research 
project by an agreed deadline, even if they have received inducements or payments. 
They may also request that consent be withdrawn retrospectively and that any 
accrued data regarding them be destroyed, if it is possible to identify this after 
anonymisation and data cleaning has taken place.  
 
Confidentiality and anonymity  
Privacy is normal practice in research and law. Confidentiality and anonymity 
becomes a real issue when data is recorded electronically (e.g. named responses to 
questionnaires) or when named organisations are reported upon where individual 
roles cannot be hidden (eg. in action research projects). Data should be coded and 
stored in a manner that does not allow direct recognition of individuals within the 
stored data set(s) by anyone other than the researcher or research team. Data 
should not be shared with others without the consent of the subject or their 
surrogate. Plans to publish research should therefore be made clear at the outset. If 
it is suspected (due to the nature or context of the research work) that anonymity 
cannot be guaranteed even if data are coded etc. then this limitation should be 
made aware to the participants.  
 
Protection from harm  
Researchers have a responsibility to ensure that the physical, social and 
psychological well-being of research participants is not affected in an adverse 
manner by the research. The relationship should be one of mutual respect and 
based, wherever possible, on trust. Undue risk is considered to be that above and 
beyond risks run in the normal everyday life of the participant. Particular care is 
needed when the participants are from vulnerable and/or powerless groups. The 
responsibility for protection from harm does not necessarily end with the research 
project; it may extend to the life of the data set. Particular care needs to be taken 
when discussing the results of research projects with those in loco parentis or other 
consenting positions, since such discussion may prejudice attitudes toward the 
participants.  
 
Briefing and debriefing  
As well as being informed about the research, participants should be adequately 
briefed as to how the research is to be carried out from inception to dissemination 
(see informed consent above). Wherever possible participants should also receive 
information relating to the outcomes of the research.  
 
Suitability/experience of researcher  
Investigators should have the relevant academic/professional competence to carry 
out the research project. In particular they (meaning either an individual in terms of 
an individually-led project, or the ‘team’ in the case of joint research) should have 
experience of dealing with the ethical dimensions of the research.  
 
Ethics standards of external bodies and institutions  
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Where external bodies and institutions (either those funding the research, or 
professional bodies to which the researcher belongs) have their own ethical codes 
these must be followed.  

Reporting on ethical issues throughout  
If there are interim reports, whether verbal or written, ethical issues should be 
acknowledged and discussed throughout.  

Intended dissemination  
Should be relayed to the participant as part of the consent process. Wherever 
possible summaries of research findings (preferably in non- technical language) 
should be relayed to participants.  

Data Management  
It is the responsibility of the researcher to ensure that they comply with general data 
protection regulations (GDPR) including the lawful processing of data, and the 
management and storage of data, and with Bath Spa University Information 
Governance policies and procedures.  

Partner responsibilities 
Alongside this, DESTIN partners are expected to comply with their institutional and national 
policies of research integrity and ethical standards as well as abiding by terms of the 
Partnership Agreement regarding ‘Confidentiality and data protection’ (§10), ‘Ownership 
and property rights’ (§11), and ‘Conflict of interest’ (§13). 

Partners are expected to have clearly defined ethical approval processes as well as robust 
mechanisms in place for dealing with allegations of academic misconduct. Ethical approvals 
and allegations of misconduct related to the DESTIN project should be handled by individual 
partners. In cases of alleged misconduct, the relevant partner should inform the project 
management team at Bath Spa University at the earliest opportunity and keep them 
informed throughout the process. Should an allegation be proven, a report will be 
presented to the Governing Board. The Governing Board will also adjudicate on disputes 
between partners (as laid in the Partnership Agreement (§15)) 

This project has been co-funded with support from the European Commission. This information 
reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use 
which may be made of the information contained therein.


